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1, Production: (See sketches 1 through 3) 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Bight to 10 jet fighters per week. It took 3) days to 
assemble one plane, 


Descriptive data: Length about 7.6 musters, wing span 


age at mounting of cockpit about 1.75 meters, Cockpit: 
Length about 1.35 meters, height 30 cm, two-man crew, beth 
facing in tne sane direction. The cockpit was protected 

by 1l-cm armor piates, Only the front seat had a control 
stick. for fisuration of wings see sketeh 2. ‘ing chord 
about 3,3 meters, thickness of wings at root about 35 om. 
Landing flaps 2 seters long and 20 to 50 cm wide, Such Land- 
ing flaps were, allegedly, in tae fonn of brake flapa at tne 
leading edge of the wings extending 3 meters, seasured Lrom 
the wing roots. 
25X1 proba- 
bly he «eane coaventional split flaps fitted at the trailing 
edge of win. a¢ 


After the removal of the turbine the wings were packed in 
ne unit. 


Te ey cme ee se me 


The shape of the elevator assembly was not remembered; for 
cudder assembly, see Rketch 1, 


LNOf 


The craft was fitted with a nose wheel (sketch 3), the ain 
landing sear retracted inward, Tnc wheels were about 3.5 
meters apart, the snocx-absorbing struts were not’ faired. 
No arnanent was geen but theve was a hole 4 cm in diameter in 
each wing aboul. 1.5 meters fron the fuselage, Radio equipant 
was not geen, ‘The craft was fitted with a small antenna rod 
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fron which an antenna led to the rudder assembly (sketch LJ. 


The plane was fitted with onc jet engine. Tnese enyines 

arrived only st sight in boxes 400 x 100 x i100 en. Tne engine 

was about 3 weters lon, nnd mad 1. waxdimun diaueter of 30 on, 

tne jets one of 20 a. dne alr intske was covered by a red 

plywood lid. 
the air Intake x curved device shape of 

a propeller hub, ihe fturdine blades could oniy be partially 

seen since the fairing of tne air intake was arched, fo 25X1 

the turbine was a copy of the BM. turbine since 

iid rm plates were seen in 1946 and the turbines installed 

afterward exactly resembled the Lif turbine, The turbine pro- 

jected with its upper section into the fuselage and its front 

section wes supported by a 30—cm steel belt, 


25X1 


The craft had two fuel tanks above the turbine. The oll tank 
was above tne retracted nose wheel, Tne plane was an all-metal 
plane, ve-jeing Lacilities were not seen, 


Observations at the disassembly of the p.anes 


The disassenbly was done by a foureman detail, Tne two wing 
tins were supported and tue turbine removed, Tue front ani 
rear ends of the fuselazc were then Lifted so that tue wings 

were detachable, Ine clevator assenbiy was dismantled next, 
‘he fuselage, whies and teil asseubly ware packea in one 20x 
nd the turbine in another, 


Finel assexbly procedure: (Sketch 4) 


The assenbly Line procedure with prearranged work phases was 
used. vines and fuselages were assenbied separately snd tnen 
assevbled in a tuird phase, There were four rics for each 

of tue assembly piiases. 


ingine test stand: 

the delivered jet engines were given a test run at an engine 
test stand orior to installation, 

Ferformance datai 


eoviets said that the :aximum speed of th. crai't vas about 
1,200 kus/h. cruisin, speed at €00/kn/h 
and tne waxiiaun speed at 900 km/h. 


a, <ahe report confirms tne production in tne Thilisi rlaaz 

No 31 of a troeseater plane with one jet engine fitted under 
toe fusela;e. Nowever, its description varies in sowe minor 
details fron creviously known data, 


b. In agreement with a previous reportt 25X11 
sung 25X11 
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different from the hitherto assumed figuration of the Yeak~15, 
the jet engine was mounted below the center of the fuselage. 


c, The report mentions that the landing gear retracted 

inward while most other reports stated that it retracted 
outward, This divergence, however, is not of great importance 
since even a turn of the wheels in the process of retractio 
may be taken for an inward retraction. 


25X14 de fl contrary to former reports|_ sd the two, 25X1 


Seats were facing in the same direction. The armor pro- 

tection of the cockpit and the equipment with one control 

stick would indicate that the craft represented a combat 
version. It is therefore possible that besides the two-seater 
training version there was another version of this type fitted 
as a reconnaissance or ground attack craft. This latter version 
now seems to be replaced by a third version fitted with a 
revolving seat and a weapon pointing to the rear. 


e, The estimated weekly output of 8 to 10 jet fighters may 
be correct relative to the status of early 1948 but not for 
‘August 1948 unless these figures refer to the production of 
one version only. On the basis of numerous reports it is 
believed that 120 to 150 planes of the above type were pro- 
duced monthly in the Tbilisi Aircraft Plant in the summer 
of 1948, 


f. The data on the assembly and dismantling procedure used in 
Tbilisi are in agreement. with previous information (Sketch 4). 


2 Annexes: Jet Fighter produced in Aircraft Plant No. 31 


in Tbilisi (4 sketches on two dittos) 
25X11 [LY 
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